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1. Introduction 

This is a history of Daniel O'Connell, my great 
grandfather. It might be more accurate to say that 
it is a history of one side of my family using 
Daniel as the common thread. When I began this 
history, I had very little material about Daniel, so I 
reasoned that this would be a simple task – a warm 
up to writing about the other side of my family. A 
big break came when my cousin Glynis Georgie 
suggested that I contact her (our) uncle Mervyn 
Lockyer, who had done some work on the family 
tree. I knew we had a common ancestor, but wasn't 
sure how that all fit together. The information 
given to me by Mervyn gave me the start I needed 
to track down much more of the history. It also 
reminded my mother Mary Messier of pictures and 
letters that she had in her possession. My sisters 
Kathy and Sara had contributed family pictures, 
some of which we could not identify. Some of the 
people named in these pictures still cannot be 
traced exactly, but we now know that they are 
relatives. 

All in all, it turns out that the Daniel O'Connell 
history, and the histories intertwined with it, is 
more interesting than I originally imagined. It is a 
history of people taking chances; people with the 
courage to exchange an old life for a new life. 

The reader is invited to visit the Messier 
Family Website at www.MessierFamily.info for 
additional family tree information. 

2. The 19 th Century - Up to 1880 

April 5, 1855: a British Army brat was born in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Daniel O'Connell 
was the son of John Thomas O'Connell and Mary 
[Talbot] O'Connell. By the time that John Thomas 
settled his family in Merthyr Tydfil, Glamorgan, 
Wales, they will have seen Burma, India, Malta, 
Gibraltar, Nova Scotia, and perhaps other 
countries across the British empire. John Thomas 
died in Merthyr Tydfil in 1859.  

There is some uncertainty as to the birthplace 
of John Thomas O'Connell. The last information 
from Mervyn is that he was born in Merthyr 
Tydfil. We should note that, in all of the U.S. 
Census reports, the birthplace of the father (and 
mother) of Daniel is given as Ireland. In any case, 
O'Connells and other Irish born citizens of County 

Glamorgan, Wales, came primarily from County 
Cork, Ireland. This is according to the 1871 UK 
Census. Cork is probably the ultimate origin for 
John. Mary Talbot was born in Ireland according 
to the 1871 census. Foreign born Talbots listed in 
that census came primarily from England.  

Mary Messier has a small family Bible that 
appears to have belonged to Daniel's sister Mary 
Ann, aka Polly. In it are listed the members of the 
John Thomas family, and their wedding date. The 
information is as follows: 

1. John and Mary O'Connell, married February 
28, 1843; 

2. Ellen. Born December 23, 1848; 

3. Thomas, born May 23, ???? [illegible] 

4. John, born November 1, 1850; 

5. Mary, born June 15, 1853; 

6. Daniel, born April 5, 1855; 

7. Elizabeth Jane, born September 17, 1858. 

Mary Ann “Polly” O'Connell was born in Malta, 
according to an 1871 Wales census. It is known that 
John Thomas and Mary Talbot had children born in 
India and Malta. John, and the previous children 
may have been born in India – or one of several 
other countries of the British Empire. It is known 
that John died December 1882 in Burma, during an 
uprising. He had re-enlisted in the British Army 
under a name other than O'Connell. A Burma 
medal, dated 1885-1887, has been found bearing 
the name J.G. Coleman. The medal was in the 
possession of Robert O'Connell, son of Daniel. It is 
probable that J.G. Coleman is John O'Connell and 
the medal was awarded posthumously. The 
engraving along the edge of the medal reads “3146 
Lce Corps J.G. Coleman 1st Bn R.W. Fus.”. Mervyn 
Lockyer translates this as 50th Corp [L], 1st 
Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers – where “fusil is 
the old fashioned light flintlock musket”. 
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Burma medal awarded to J.G. Coleman. Coleman 

was probably a pseudonym for John O'Connell.. 

We know very little about Daniel until he 
appears in the 1871 Merthyr Tydfil census 
(Cyfarthfa District, later known as Cefn Coed y 
Cymmer). By that time his father is dead, having 
died in Merthyr in 1859. His mother, Mary is now 
the head of the home, which is located at 26 
Quarry St. The people listed in the census are: 

1. Mary O'Connell, Head, age 48, seamstress, 
born in Ireland; 

2. Mary O'Connell, Daughter, age 18, occupation 
“Outdoor Services”, born Malta, B. Colony;  

3. Daniel O'Connell, Son, age 16, working as a 
laborer in the iron works, born Halifax, N.A. 
[The “iron works” referred to here is the 
Cyfarthfa Iron Works, discussed below.] 

4. Elizabeth O'Connell, Daughter, age 13, 
occupation “Outdoor Service”, born Merthyr 
Tydfil). 

Elizabeth is Elizabeth Jane O'Connell, born 17 
September 1859. She later marries Herbert Jones 
and has a daughter Mary Jane that marries David 
Lockyer. These are the parents of David Mervyn 
Lockyer. Mary Ann “Polly” O'Connell will marry 
John McNamara and move to the U.S. John is the 
brother of Mary McNamara, who will marry 
Daniel. Polly is the source of the Bible discussed 
above. 

At this point, a little information about Merthyr 
Tydfil, Glamorgan, Wales seems appropriate. 
First, you might wonder why there were so many 
Irish here. It was a combination of repulsion and 
attraction. The Irish potato famine occurred during 
the 1845 – 1850 time frame. Several million Irish 
left the sod during that period. Some may have 
even joined the British military, desperation being 
what it is. On the other hand the Taff Valley, and 
the Merthyr Tydfil area in particular, had long 
been growing with the industrial revolution. It was 
a place that offered work to, and fully exploited, 
desperate people. The reason that The Taff Valley 
was so important was that there were coal and iron 
ore deposits in close proximity. In some cases, the 
veins were 200 meters apart. In addition, Swansea 
and Port Talbot, roughly 30 miles to the south, 
allowed easy transportation of goods and materials 
into and out of the area. The following two 
paragraphs from the “Official Directory Handbook 
and General Postal Guide for Merthyr Tydfil”, 
1873, give an interesting description. 

“Merthyr Tydfil drives its name from the 
murder of Tydfil, daughter of Brychan 
Brycheiniog, princess of Brecon. The tradition is 
that she had been visiting her relatives at or near 
Troedyrhiew, and when on the site of the town, 
then a lovely and romantic solitude, the hapless 
lady was assaulted by a band of Picts and Scots on 
their inroad from the coast, and cruelly murdered. 
Her known piety made this hideous outrage 
martyrdom – whence the name of Marthyr or 
Merthyr Tydfil. A church was dedicated to her 
memory, and from the existence of a place known 
as Tydfil Well, it may be concluded that an ancient 
well existed in the locality to which in early days 
the devout journeyed. To the curious in these 
matters, we may refer to an ancient well behind 
the Pantcoed Ivor Inn, which at one time may have 
been the goal of many a similar pilgrimage.” 

The following history of the Cyfarthfa Iron 
Works was obtained from 
http://www.alangeorge.co.uk . Many pictures can 
be viewed here. Maps and pictures of Merthyr can 
also be purchased. 

“Anthony Bacon started Iron production at 
Cyfarthfa in 1765. Richard Crawshay leased the 
works from Bacon's family in 1786, and in 1794 
became the sole owner. In 1803 he employed 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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1,500 people and Cyfarthfa Ironworks was said to 
be the biggest in the world. 

Richard Crawshay died in 1810, and the works 
passed to his son William Crawshay, who 
appointed his son William II as manager, he took 
the works to its greatest production levels, and 
made many improvements and developments. His 
son Robert Thompson Crawshay took over in 
1847. Robert's refusal to change to Steel 
production (Steel was becoming a more popular 
metal), eventually brought about the works closure 
in April 1874. 

Following Robert's death in 1879, the works 
was converted to a Steel production plant, by his 
son William Thompson Crawshay, at a cost of 
£150,000, and reopened in 1882. It again closed in 
1910. In 1915 it was reopened to produce pig iron 
and shell steel during the Great War. It finally 
closed forever in 1919. Dismantling was 
commenced in 1928.” 

 

 
Cyfarthfa Iron Works 

Note that there was a plant closure in 1874, 
three years after the 1871 census. The plant was 
not reopened until 1882. These dates, and the final 
closure in 1910 are relevant to the emigration of 
O'Connells, Lockyers, and McNamaras discussed 
herein.  

John and Mary McNamara were married in 
1872, the year after the census. Her Bible lists the 
following information [birth places added by me]: 

1. John and Mary McNamara, married August 10, 
1872 [Wales, Malta]; 

2. Peter Paul, born June 29, 1875[Wales]; 

3. Mary, born August 27, 1877 [Wales]; 

4. Sarah, born August 2, 1879 [Wales]; 

5. Ellen, born May 10, 1881 [Wales]; 

6. Elizabeth, born April 29, 1883 [Mass.]; 

7. Annie, born December 29, 1885 [Mass.]; 

8. Margaret, born January 29, 1887 [Mass.]; 

9. John, born March 6, 1889 [Mass.]; 

10. Thomas, born July 16, 1892 [Mass.]. 

We have confirmation in a letter from Mary 
Jones Lockyer to Mary Georgii Messier, circa 
1973, that the wife Mary listed above is Mary Ann 
O'Connell, Daniel's sister. She is married to the 
brother of Mary McNamara, Daniel's future wife. 
The John McNamara family will move to the U.S. 
According to Mary Lockyer: 

“John and Polly were parents of Peter, Nellie, 
Mary, Lizzie, Maggie, Annie, and Tom. Peter was 
a baby born in Merthyr, their first child died in 
Merthyr before they left for the U.S.A. Annie is 
the mother of the Herlihy Boys. Maybe Betty 
[Mary Elizabeth Lockyer, daughter of Mary 
Lockyer, granddaughter of John and Mary 
O'Connell McNamara] would like to read this 
history, if it is all right with you. 

“So you see the O'Connells and the Macks are 
very closely entwined with the two marriages, and 
Betty and Bob have crowned it now [Bob: Daniel 
Robert Georgii, grandson of Daniel O'Connell and 
brother of Mary Georgii Messier]. We are told we 
all come from Adam and Eve, so what are we? 
Seems funny, doesn’t it?” 

We have a wedding picture of John and Polly 
taken in Merthyr. Again, According to Mary 
Lockyer, “That picture is their wedding one. She 
had red hair and the dress she wore was made by 
my grandmother, Mary Talbot O'Connell, your 
great grandmother. Don't you like the style?” 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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Polly O'Connell / John McNamara Wedding  

in Merthyr Tydfil 10 August 1872. 

In the 1871 UK census, there was one 
McNamara family in Merthyr. The family was 
headed by the widow Sarah McNamara and 
located at 30 George Street. There was no Mary 
listed, but in view of the names that will appear in 
the 1880 census for Fall River, Massachusetts, we 
will list the names here. For reference, Daniel's 
wife, Mary, was born about 1856, according to the 
1900 US census; thus she would have been about 
15 years old in 1871 and 24 years old in 1880. The 
1871 Merthyr McNamaras were: 

1. Sarah McNamara, Head, age 41, no occupation, 
Born Abergavenny, Monmouth, Wales; 

2. John McNamara, Son, age 20, Puddler, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

3. David McNamara, Son, age 18, Puddler, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

4. Thomas McNamara, Son, age 16, Puddler, 
Born Merthyr Tydfil; 

5. Catherine McNamara, Daughter, 12, Scholar, 
Born Merthyr Tydfil; 

6. James McNamara, Son, age 8, Scholar, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

7. Sarah McNamara, Daughter, age 6, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil. 

There is a possible explanation for why Mary is 
missing in the 1871 Merthyr census. In the Mary 
Jones Lockyer letter to Mary Georgii Messier 
mentioned above, she provides the following 
comment: 

“Your grandmother [Mary McNamara] and her 
cousin, Mary Ann Jones, went to London to live 
and work. Later, M.A. Jones married a – Stephens, 
I have forgotten his first name, though I knew 
them well, they were parents of Blodwen 
Stephens. She was a teacher and visited in 
Southington. Your mother will remember her.” 

We have picture of Mary taken in London. 
Mary Jane Lockyer thought it was taken sometime 
in the 1880-1888 time frame. I suggest that it was 
taken earlier. It was taken by a firm called 
“Collier”, with a royal crest indicating that they 
were a photographer of royalty. Collier was 
located in the Knightsbridge area of London 
(home of Harrods). Mary would have been 15 in 
1871 and 22 by the time she came to America. 

 
Mary McNamara in London 

There is something else to be noted in Mary 
Jones Lockyer's comments. Mary McNamara had 
a cousin with the surname Jones. This would 
suggest that either Mary McNamara's mother, 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and  
then insert it again.
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Sarah, had the maiden name Jones, or that one of 
Sarah's sisters had married a Jones. (assuming that 
Mary Ann had not married yet). The O'Connells, 
McNamaras, and Joneses seem to have maintained 
a close family group. In the 1930's, the daughter of 
Mary Ann Jones, Blodwen Stephens, will visit 
Southington, Connecticut. There she will be 
photographed visiting both the Daniel O'Connell / 
Mary McNamara family and the David Lockyer / 
Mary Jane Jones family. This further indicates that 
she is related to both of the McNamara and Jones 
family lines that emigrated to America. 

Since we will be interested in the Herbert Jones 
family and the David Lockyer family, we will 
include census information about them. In 1871, 
Herbert Jones is living with his widowed mother at 
2 Coedcae Court, Merthyr Tydfil: 

1. Maria Jones, head, widowed, age 55, Born 
Llamanell, NK [We cannot identify this town 
and county. It may be Llanelly, 
Carmarthenshire, near Swansea.]; 

2. Herbert Jones, Son, Age 17, unmarried, 
Occupation: weaver, Born Swansea, 
Glamorgan, Wales; 

3. John Jones, Son, Age 14, Occupation: [looks 
something like] lineman, Born Swansea, 
Glamorgan. 

 

The future father of David Lockyer is James 
Lockyer, who married Sophia Williams. In 1871 
they lived at 22 Twynyrodyn Road. 

1. James Lockyer, Head, Age 34, Occupation: 
miner, born Somersetshire [Somerset is in 
England, across the Bristol Channel from 
Wales, and a coal mining region.]; 

2. Sophia Lockyer, Wife, Age 28, Born Merthyr, 
Glamorgan; 

3. Anne Lockyer, Daughter, Age 3, Born Merthyr, 
Glamorgan; 

4. John Lockyer, Son, 1, Born Merthyr, 
Glamorgan. 

According to Mervyn Lockyer, James was born 
in Bishop Sonton, Somersetshire, near Chedder – 
where the cheese was made. 
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The above map shows an 1875 view of Merthyl Tydfil in the area of George Street and Quarry 

 
George Street and Quarry Row, Merthyr Tydfil 1875 

 
Coedcae Court and Twynyroden Road, Merthyr Tydfil, Wales. 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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Row. The map segment has been extracted from a 
CD collection sold over the internet by a company 
called “Old Merthyl Tydfil” , 
(www.oldmerthyrtydfil.com). George Street runs 
across the map at the bottom and crosses the 
bridge over the Taff River. After crossing, it 
becomes Bethesda Street. Bethesda merges with 
Quarry Row, which follows the river downward. 
Part of the Cyfarthfa Iron Works is seen in the 
upper left corner. Most of the Iron Works is across 
the river from this position. 

Coedcae Court and Twynyroden Road are near 
each other and some distance off the right side of 
this map and down. These two streets are literally 
“on the other side of the tracks”, from the 
Cyfarthfa district. The map below shows a section 
of Merthyr south and west of the portion shown 
above. The Taff river continues down the left side 
of the map. Moving inward, to the right, from the 
bend in the river, you cross a canal and encounter 
the St. Tydfil Church and graveyard. On the other 
side of the church is the end of High Street. High 
Street is the “Main Street” of Merthyr, the retail 
commercial district with the best shops. 
Continuing across town, we encounter the railroad 
yard. On the map, the tracks come up from the 
bottom, past the Taff Vale Station, and end at the 
Vale of Neath Station. Across the tracks is a dark 
colored road with a sharp V-shaped bend. Coedcae 
Court and Twynyroden Road meet at that point 
and go off to the right. Coedcae Court is the short 
road above Twynyroden. Twynyroden Road 
continues to the edge of the map, past the Twyn-
Yr-Oden Cemetery.  

3. Years 1880 to 1900 

Mary Talbot O'Connell died in Merthyr Tydfil 
in 1880, a year before the next (1881) census. She 
had remarried in the interim to a fellow named 
James Crawley. James had worked on an estate 
owned by Mary's parents. In the 1881 Merthyr 
census, we find Daniel and James Crowley 
boarding at 29 Quarry Row. We do not know if 
Quarry Row is the same street as Quarry Street 
referred to in the 1871 census. The head of the 
household is John McNamara.  

A list of people living at 29 Quarry Row is:  

1. John McNamara, Head, age 30, Iron Puddler, 
Born Merthyr; 

2. Mary, Wife, age 27, Born Merthyr; 

3. Peter P., Son, age 5, Scholar, Born Merthyr; 

4. Mary, Daughter, age 3; 

5. Daniel O’Connell, Border, age 25, Iron 
Puddler, Born Halifax, Canada; 

6. James Crowley, Border, age 58, iron Puddler, 
Born Ireland. 

Note that Sarah is not listed here, and is not 
listed in Mary Lockyer's notes. She may have died 
before 1881, when she would be turning 2 years 
old. 

The occupation of John McNamara, Daniel 
O'Connell, and James Crowley is “Iron Puddler”. 
An iron puddler is a skilled worker who makes 
refined iron bars from basic pig iron. This was an 
art handed down within families. We assume that 
this skill was taught to Daniel by John McNamara 
and/or James Crawley. When Daniel settles in the 
US, his first occupation will be puddler. Anyone 
who is interested in the life of an iron worker can 
read a book written around 1922 by an iron 
puddler who rose in the unions and became 
Secretary of Labor in the U.S: James J. Davis, 
“The Iron Puddler – My life in the rolling mills 
and what came of it”. 

James Crowley died in 1882. David Mervyn 
Lockyer, his sister Doris, and his mother, Mary 
Jones Lockyer, found the following inscriptions on 
the tombstone in the Cyfarthfa (now the Cefn 
Coed) cemetery: 

Mary – wife of James Crowley 
Died 1880 – Age 55 

James – her husband 
Died 1882 – Age 55 Years 

 
Cefn Coed Cemetery Buildings 

We have no record of Daniel arriving in 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.
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America. His next appearance in our 
documentation is his naturalization in 1885 in Fall 
River, Massachusetts. By 1888, Daniel and Mary 
have begun their family slightly to the east of Fall 
River. On 24 August 1888, their first son Robert 
Lincoln was born in Wareham Massachusetts. The 
occupation of the father is given as Laborer. On 
later birth certificates, he will be listed as a 
Puddler. Mary's birthplace is given as England on 
the first birth certificate, but that is later changed 
to South Wales. Their last child, Daniel T. was 
born in 1898. All children were born in Wareham.  

In 1881, Herbert Jones is married to Elizabeth 
Jane O'Connell, without children, and living at 7 
Coedcae Court in Merthyr Tydfil. Mary Jane Jones 
will be born on 31 January 1883. 

1. Herbert Jones, Head, Age 27, Occupation: 
flannel weaver, Born Swansea; 

2. Eliza Jones, Wife, Age 22, Born Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

James Lockyer's family has moved to 20 
Bethesda Street, near Quarry Row. David George 
Lockyer will not be born until 23 April 1886. 

1. James Lockyer, Head, Age 44, Occupation: 
grocer, Born Somersetshire; 

2. Sophia Lockyer, Wife, Age 39, Born Merthyr 
Tydfil; 

3. John Lockyer, Son, Age 11, Occupation: 
Scholer, Born Merthyr Tydfil; 

4. Eliza Lockyer, Daughter, Age 9, Scholer, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

5. Thomas Lockyer, Son, Age 7, Scholer, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

6. Jane Lockyer, Daughter, Age 5, Scholer, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

7. James Lockyer, Son, Age 3, Scholer, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

8. Sarah Lockyer, Daughter, Age 1, Born Methyr 
Tydfil. 

Note that Anne Lockyer is missing. She would 
be age 13. 

The 1890 US census has been destroyed in a 
fire, or more accurately, by the water that put out 
the fire. The next U.S. census is therefore the 1900 

census, where Daniel and family are living in 
Southington, Connecticut. The O'Connell children 
and their birth dates are: 

1. Robert Lincoln, 24 August 1888; 

2. Mary (Mamie), November 1890; 

3. Sarah, 27 December 1892; Sarah will be the 
mother of Mary Georgii Messier and the 
grandmother of this author; 

4. Ellen O'Connell, 1 February 1895; 

5. Daniel T., 4 May 1898. 

Wareham is a small town near the entrance to 
Cape Cod. The following description of the town 
near the time that the O'Connells lived there is 
taken from the book Images of America – 
Wareham, Susan Pizzolato and Lynda Ames 
Byrne, Arcadia Publishing, 2002: 

“Early settlers lived the determined hard life 
shared by their Plymouth area neighbors. They 
enjoyed the wealth of the rivers, raised animals, 
and grew the crops they needed. Until c. 1825, salt 
works were an early necessity, evaporating 
seawater in pans and kettles near the marshes. The 
bogs were rich in iron ore, and since every family 
needed to make tools, they began to fashion the 
wares necessary to keep a house and barn going. 
Waterpower was harnessed to serve the grist, 
paper, cotton, and iron mills that began to prosper 
throughout the town. The Agawam, Waninco, and 
Weweantic Rivers were dammed, creating 
magnificent ponds, and the manufacturing 
businesses helped Wareham citizens to thrive. 
From the beginning of the 19th century to its end, 
Wareham was an industrial center. Its seaport 
location was perfect for shipping goods to other 
ports, and whaling also played an important role. 
By the end of the 1800's, these industries declined, 
and Wareham slowly lost its place as a key 
manufacturing and shipping competitor.” 

Daniel O'Connell left Wales during the decline 
of the iron industry there. In Wareham, 
Massachusetts, he found a place to ply his trade as 
a puddler in the iron mill. By the end of the 
century, he would have to move again as work 
opportunities in Wareham now declined. The next 
move would take him to Southington, Connecticut, 
where he and his entire family would be living in 
the year 1900. The following picture, taken in Fall 
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River, is believed to be of Daniel O'Connell. The 
beard appears to be a little strange. We note 
however, that Daniel named his first son Robert 
Lincoln, showing some admiration for Abraham 
Lincoln. This beard is sort of Lincolnesque. Daniel 
may have identified with the freeing of the slaves 
by Lincoln because of the harsh working 
conditions he encountered in Wales. In Merthyr 
Tydfil alone, there were labor riots in 1816 and 
1831. 

 
Young Daniel O'Connell in Fall River 

Returning to the McNamaras, we find reference 
to the family of Thomas McNamara in the 1880 
Fall River, Massachusetts, census. Again, there is 
no mention of Mary herself. The people living at 
32 Fountain Street, Fall River Massachusetts are 
(note: ages are as of June 1, census data taken 12 
June): 

1. James A'Hearne (likely O'Hearn), Head, age 
50, married, Laborer, Born Ireland, father and 
mother born Ireland; 

2. Sarah A'Hearne, Wife, age 54, married, 
Keeping House, Born Wales, father and mother 
born Wales; 

3. William A'Hearne, Son, age 7, Born Wales, 
father born Ireland, mother born Wales; 

4. David McNamara, Boarder, age 28, widowed, 
works in rolling mill, born Wales, father born 
Ireland, mother born Wales; 

5. Thomas McNamara, son, age 5, born 
Massachusetts, father born Wales, mother born 
Ireland; 

6. Catherine McNamara, Boarder, age 21, single, 
works in cotton mill, born Wales, father born 
Ireland, mother born Wales; 

7. John McNamara, Boarder, age 30, married, 
works in rolling mill, born Wales, father born 
Ireland, mother born Wales; 

8. James McNamara, Boarder, age 17, single?, 
works in rolling mill, born Wales, father born 
Ireland, mother born Wales; 

9. Sarah McNamara, Boarder, age 18, single, 
works in cotton mill, born Wales, father born 
Ireland, mother born Wales. 

The cotton mill referred to is probably the Troy 
Mills, also known as the Troy Cotton and Woolen 
Manufactory. The facility spanned the 
Quequechan River. 

This family of Sarah McNamara that was listed 
in the 1871 Wales census.  Sarah Jones McNamara 
remarried after Thomas died.  She married James 
A’Hearn (the name is later shortened to Ahern) in 
1872 in Merther Tydfil. The family moved to Fall 
River sometime after the birth if their son, 
William.  William is shown in the census as being 
age 7. 

James A’Hearn was born in Bellingry, Cork, 
Ireland about 1872.  He had previously been 
married to a woman named Johanna, who was also 
born in Ireland.  James and Johanna had 7 children 
in Merthyr Tydfil before she died around 1867.  
See the attached history entitled “What Ever 
Happened to Polly O’Connell McNamara” for 
more information. 

Note that John appears here, without his wife, 
in June 1880. In 1881, as shown above, he is back 
in Merthyr Tydfil with Mary and Daniel 
O'Connell. Note that his brother David is widowed 
and has a 5-year-old son born in Massachusetts. 
Some McNamaras have arrived before the time of 
that birth. Unfortunately, we still cannot find any 
definite trace of Mary McNamara, age 24, future 
wife of Daniel. Mary Georgii Messier remembers 
hearing that the two did not know each other until 
they met in America.  

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.



  11  

The only other hint of Mary McNamara's 
family is an old photo. This shows three women 
and on the back is written “Ellen, Mary, and Sarah 
McNamara”; these three are sisters according to 
Mary Messier. The three daughters of Daniel and 
Mary will also be named Mary (Mamie), Sarah, 
and Ellen – in that order. John and Mary “Polly” 
McNamara also had daughters named Mary, 
Sarah, and Ellen – in that order. This seems to be a 
McNamara trait It would appear that both a Mary 
and an Ellen are missing from the McNamara 
family we are following, giving some doubt that 
they are Mary's immediate family. As we 
mentioned, however, we can find no alternative 
family. 

 
Ellen, Mary, and Sarah McNamara 

A picture of Mary McNamara in her early, 
perhaps pre-marriage years, is shown below. 

  

 
Young Mary McNamara 

Pictures showing the O'Connell family in 
Wareham are shown below. Note that Mamie is 
the nickname for daughter Mary. 

 

 
Daniel O’Connell Home in Wareham, Massachusetts 

 
Robert, Ellen, Mamie, Sarah O'Connell in Wareham 
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Robert, Mamie, Sarah, Mary O'Connell in Wareham 

The picture of the entire family, shown below, 
was probably taken in Southington, judging by the 
apparent age of Ellen. Ellen is the girl in the 
middle. The girl at the top is Mamie. She is 
standing next to Robert. The boy below him is 
Daniel. At the bottom is Sarah. 

Recall that Daniel O'Connell had a sister 
named Elizabeth Jane. Elizabeth married Herbert 
Jones of Merthyr Tydfil. They had a son named 
Herbert Garfield Jones who eventually settled in 
Southington and Plainville Connecticut. In the 
1920 census, Garfield notes that the year of his 
immigration to the U.S. was 1890. He would have 
been 3 - 4 years old at the time. Since he states 
that he was naturalized in 1916, and the earliest 
record we can identify conclusively is in 1917, we 
believe he visited here in 1890 with family or 
friends who might have been scouting locations 
and deciding whether to emigrate from Wales. 
According to Mervyn Lockyer, Garfield entered 
the U.S. Through Canada. In any case, the Herbert 
Jones family, including H. Garfield is listed in the 
Merthyr Tydfil, Wales census of 1891. The 
occupants of 7 Coedcae Court are listed as: 

1. Herbert Jones, Head, Age 37, Occupation: 
Flannel Weaver, Born Swansea, Glamorgan, 
Wales; 

2. Elizabeth Jones, Wife, Age 32, Born Merthyr 
Tydfil, Glamorgan; 

3. John Jones, Son, Age 9, Scholar; 

4. Mary J. Jones, Daughter, Age 8, Scholar; 

5. Miria Jones, Daughter, Age 6, Scholar; 

6. Herbert G. Jones, Son, Age 4, Scholar. 

Mary Jane Jones will marry David George 
Lockyer in 1917 and move to Southington in 
1923, where Herbert G. Jones had settled. The 
James Lockyer family lived at 62-63 Quarry Row 
(the grocer shop), Merthyr Tydfil in 1891 and 
consisted of the following family members: 

1. James Lockyer, Head, Age 54, Occupation: 
grocer, Born Bishop Sutton, Somersetshire; 

2. Sophia Lockyer, Wife, Age 48, Born Merthyr 
Tydfil, Glamorgan; 

3. Eliza Lockyer, Daughter, Age 19, General 
Servant, Born Merthyr Tydfil; 

4. Thomas Lockyer, Son, Age 17, Occupation: 
Engine [Man.-something], Born Merthyr 
Tydfil; 

5. Jane Lockyer, Daughter, Age 15, General 
Servant, Born Merthyr Tydfil; 

6. James Lockyer, Son, Age 13, General Laborer, 
Born Merthyr Tydfil; 

7. John Lockyer, Son, Age 7, Scholar, Born 
Merthyr Tydfil; 

8. David Lockyer, Son, Age 4, Born Merthyr 
Tydfil; 

9. William Lockyer, Son, Age 3, Born Merthyr 
Tydfil. 

Note that a daughter, Sarah, who would be 
about age 11 according to the 1881 census, is not 
listed here. 

Sarah O'Connell was born in December 1892. 
On 31 May 1893, about a half-year later, the 
future father of her future husband would arrive in 
America at Ellis Island. Gottlieb Georgii would 
come from Germany aboard the ship EMS. His 
occupation is listed as basket maker, age 24. He 
will stay in New York City, where he will 
welcome his wife, or wife to be (the record is 
confused), Louisa Maria Ober. Louisa, who is also 
his first cousin, will arrive aboard the Aller on 26 
October 1893. She is aged 26; no occupation is 
given on the ship's manifest. According to a letter 
from David S. Georgii, brother of Mary Georgii 
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Messier, the Georgiis come from the Pluderhausen 
area, which is east and a little north of Stuttgart, 
Germany. Pluderhausen does not appear on most 
maps, but is near the town of Urbach, near the 
Rems River. David visited Ludwig Georgii, 
brother of Gottlieb, in about 1955. Ludwig had a 
farm in Pluderhausen. David also visited people 
that he believes were relatives of Louise Ober by 
the name of Geiger. They live in the town of 
Esslingen, which is located a short distance to the 
southeast of Stuttgart. This is possibly the 
hometown of Louise. It is interesting to note that 
there is a college called the “Georgii-Gymnasium” 
located in Esslingen. 

Wilhelm (William) August Georgii, future 
husband of Sarah, was born in Manhattan on 30 
April 1895. According to his birth certificate, he 
was born at the Georgii residence – W 535 11th 
Street. Gottlieb is listed as being a basket maker, 
aged 26. Louise is age 27. She is shown to have 
had 2 previous children. At the time of the 
issuance of the birth certificate on 6 May 1895, 
she has 1 child “in all”. That may mean that the 
two previous children died, or that one was still 
alive at the time William was born. We know that 
William had two brothers: Charles and Adolph. 
The 1900 census will tell us that Charles is the 
oldest, Wilhelm is the middle, and Adolph was the 
youngest. The photo below shows the entire 
family in New York, circa 1898 (shortly after 
Adolph was born in 1897). The 1900 census will 
tell us that Gottlieb and Louisa were married 12 
years before, about 1888, before they arrived in 
New York; this contradicts the information in the 
ship records, where Louisa declares that she is 
single and is traveling under the surname Ober. 
The census will also state that Charles was born in 
Germany in January of 1888. As a point of 
interest, note that the photography studio was 
located on Avenue A. In the 1900 census, the 
Georgiis are listed as living on Avenue A, also. 

 
Daniel and Mary O'Connell with family –  

Probably after moving to Southington circa 1900.  
The children, from back to front are Robert, Mamie, 
Ellen, Daniel, and Sarah. 

 

 
Gottlieb and Louise Georgii with family in Manhattan 

circa 1898. The children, left to right, are Charles,  
Adolph, and William. 
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4. Years 1900 to 1910 

When business became poor in Wareham, 
Massachusetts, the O'Connells moved to 
Southington, Connecticut. Southington was a 
small, but prosperous manufacturing town with 
several iron and steel working plants and a good 
Irish representation. Some of the primary 
manufacturing areas were carriage hardware, nuts 
and bolts, and metal working tools. We are not 
sure where the O'Connells were living in 1900, but 
it was probably not the home at Curtis Street that 
would become the family home for decades. In 
fact, this author grew up there and it is still 
occupied by O'Connell descendent Mary Georgii 
Messier. The 15 June 1900 Census report does not 
show a street address, as many others do. The 
census shows the following O'Connell family 
information (note that age is at the date the census 
was taken): 

1. Daniel O'Connell, Head, Birth Date: April 
1855, Age last Birthday: 45, Married 13 years, 
Birth Place: Canada, Father and mother born 
Ireland, Year of immigration to US: 1881, 
Number of years in US: 19, Occupation: 
laborer – factory, Months not employed: 3, 
Renting House; 

2. Mary O'Connell, Wife, Birth Date: June 1856, 
Age Last Birthday: 43, Married 13 years, 
Number of Children: 5, Number of these 
Children Living: 5; Birth Place: Wales, Father 
born Ireland, Mother Born Wales, Year of 
Immigration to US: 1879, Number of Years in 
US: 21; 

3. Robert L. O'Connell, Son, Birth Date: August 
1888, Age 11, Birth Place: Massachusetts, In 
School 8 Months; 

4. Mary O'Connell, Daughter, Birth Date: 
November 1890, Age 9, Birth Place: 
Massachusetts, In School 8 Months; 

5. Sarah O'Connell, Daughter, Birth Date: 
December 1892; Age 7, Birth Place: 
Massachusetts, In School 8 Months; 

6. Ellen O'Connell, Daughter, Birth Date: 
February 1895, Age: 5; Birth Place: 
Massachusetts, No Occupation; 

7. Daniel O'Connell, Son, Birth Date: May 1898, 
Age: 2, Birth Place: Massachusetts, No 

Occupation; 

8. Sadie [or possibly Katie] Gray, Niece, Birth 
Date: November 1887, Age 12, Birth Place: 
Pennsylvania, Father Born Ireland, Mother 
Born Wales, In School 9 Months 

This 1900 Census was very detailed. We can 
see when Daniel and Mary immigrated to the U.S., 
how long they have been married, and even how 
long the kids have been in school. The O'Connell 
kids have been in school 8 months. The census 
was taken 15 June, so we can guess that they got 
into town somewhere around October or 
November. We also see that Daniel or Mary has a 
niece, 12 years old, who was born in 
Pennsylvania, and who has been in school one 
month longer than the O'Connell children. We can 
also see that Miss Gray has a father born in Ireland 
and a mother born in Wales. Since she is 12, her 
parents did not arrive any later than 1888. A 
search of the name Gray in the Pennsylvania 
census, with origins in Wales, did not show 
anything definitive, but did indicate a significant 
Welsh population. This is not surprising if you 
consider the number of steel mills there that might 
employ Welsh with that type of experience. 

We know there is some connection between a 
Gray family and Daniel or Mary from some 
pictures that have been passed down from Sarah 
O'Connell Georgii to Mary Georgii Messier. The 
women in these pictures Victorian style dress, 
indicating a turn of the century time frame; some 
have a date written on them of 1910. The captions 
written on these pictures, probably by Sarah 
O'Connell, are: 

1. Katie Gray Anderson (cousin); 

2. Loretta Gray Anderson; 

3. Mable Gray Anderson; 

4. Lizzy “Mac”, Daughter of Polly. Polly – sister 
of Daniel O'Connell; 

5. Kate Burke from Wareham, friend of family 
around 1910; 

6. Mary Lacy, Piano pupil of Mamie O'Connell, 
about 1910. 

We do not have much information on the Gray 
cousins at this time. Katie is described as a niece, 
though captions on other pictures describe them as 
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cousins to Mary McNamara. Given the ages, we 
consider them nieces to Mary and cousins to Sarah 
O'Connell. In the beginning, we were fairly certain 
that the “Sadie” described above was actually 
Katie. Since then, we have identified Katie Gray in 
several Southington census reports. Katie Gray 
Anderson is older (by 3 years) than Sadie and 
claims to be born in Massachusetts instead of 
Pennsylvania. Sadie would be born about 1888 
and Katie about 1885. Mabel Gray Fitsgerald was 
born around 1886 in Massachusetts. The 
Pennsylvania connection is maintained, however, 
by sister Loretta in later census reports. Loretta 
Gray Anderson was born about 1892 in 
Pennsylvania. It would appear that the Gray family 
originally lived in Massachusetts – probably Fall 
River, and moved to Pennsylvania between 1886 
and 1888. Three of the ladies moved back to 
Southington and lived there after marriage. 

Lizzy “Mac” is the daughter of Mary Ann 
“Polly” O'Connell McNamara, sister of Daniel, 
and John McNamara, brother of Mary McNamara 
O'Connell, as noted previously. In the future, 
1923, the daughter of Daniel's other sister, 
Elizabeth Jane, wife of Herbert Jones, will also 
come to the U.S. She, Mary Jane Jones, will come 
as the wife of David Lockyer. When they arrive in 
1923, Mary Jones' brother, Herbert Garfield Jones, 
will already be here, having entered the country 
through Canada. The following photo of Lizzie, 
mentioned above, was taken in Fall River, 
Massachusetts at some unknown time. 

 
Lizzie “Mac” photo taken in Fall River, 

Massachusetts 

Sarah O'Connell also had her picture taken in 
Fall River as a teenager: 
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Sarah O'Connell as a teenager.  

Picture taken in Fall River, MA. 

The history of the O'Connells at Curtiss Street 
is intertwined with the history of the Delahuntys 
who lived next door and currently own the land 
around the old O'Connell (now Messier) property. 
We do not know how that relationship began or 
who moved to Curtis Street first. We know that the 
Delahunties and O'Connells lived on different 
streets in 1900, otherwise they would have 
appeared together on the census. In fact, the two 
families were recorded in the census several days 
apart. We also know from an 1890 town directory 
that John and Mary Dellahanty were living at 70 
Main Street at that time. The family was here at 
least a decade before the O'Connells. In 1890, 
John Dellahanty was employed by the Aetna Bolt 
Company. A word about the spelling of 
Delahunty. It has been spelled Delahanty at earlier 
times, and Dellahanty at the turn of the century. 
We often will confuse the variations, but the 
spelling used by the current generation seems to be 
Delahunty. 

In 1900, the Delahuntys living in Southington 
were: 

1. Mary Delahunty, Head, Widowed, Birth Date: 
June 1849, Age 57, Mother of 6 children, 3 
children living, Born in Ireland, Mother and 
Father born in Ireland, Year of immigration 

1877, 23 years in the U.S., Occupation: 
Farmer; 

2. Annie Hart, Daughter, Widowed, Birth Date: 
February 1868, Age 32, No children, Born in 
Ireland, Parents born in Ireland, Year of 
Immigration: 1882, 18 Years in the U.S.; 

3. Patrick Delahunty, Son, Single, Born March 
1873, Age 27, Born in Ireland, Parents born in 
Ireland, Year of Immigration: 1884, 16 Years 
in the U.S., Occupation: Farm Laborer; 

4. Joe Delahunty, Son, Single, Born July 1876, 
Age 24, Born Ireland, Parents born Ireland, 
Year of Immigration: 1884, 16 Years in U.S., 
Occupation: Manager. 

Note that daughter Annie had married into the 
Hart family. The Hart family were farmers and 
owned land in several places across Southington. 
In fact, Curtiss Street forked into Hart Street near 
the railroad tracks, just before both crossed the 
Quinnipiac River. 

In the 1900 census, the Georgii family is living 
in Manhattan, New York City, on Avenue A. 
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1. Gottlieb Georgii, Head, Birth Date: March 
1870, Age last Birthday: 30, Married 12 years, 
Birth Place: Germany, Parents born Germany, 
Year of Immigration: 1893, Number of years in 
U.S.: 7, Occupation: Basket maker, Months not 

employed: 0, Renting Home; 

2. Louisa Georgii, Wife, Birth Date: September 
1867, Age last Birthday: 32, Married 12 years, 
Mother of how many children: 3, 3 still living, 
Birth Place: Germany, Parents born Germany, 
Year of Immigration: 1893, Number of years in 
U.S.: 7; 

3. Charles Georgii, Son, Birth Date: January 
1888, Age: 11, Place of Birth: Germany, 
Occupation: School, In school 9 months; 

4. William Georgii, Son, Date of Birth: April 
1895, Age: 5, Place of Birth: New York; 

5. Adolph Georgii, Son, Date of Birth: December 

1897, Age 2, Place of Birth: New York. 

Here we see that Gottlieb and Louise were 
married in Germany and that Charles was born 
there. If this is true, then why would Louise travel 

in steerage under her maiden name – and why is 
there no record of a child traveling with her? 
There is also no record of a child traveling to 
America with Gottlieb. 

One question we occupants of the O'Connell 
home have had is “When was the house built?” 
We know the house was there in 1913 from a map 
shown in the next section. Recently, we have had 
access to a map generated from surveys made in 
1855 by E.M. Woodford, i.e., “Smith's Map of 
Southington”. The map was published in a 
collection by Schneidermeyer in 1979 [Melvin J. 
Schneidermeyer, “The Sequestered Land: An 
Historical Atlas of Southington Connecticut, self-
published, Southington, Connecticut, 1979]. A 

 
1855 map showing locations of the houses that will become the O'Connell and Delahunty homes on Curtiss Street. 
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section of the map reproduced here shows Curtiss 
and Hart Streets. Where Curtiss crosses the 
railroad and the Quinnipiac river, we see the 
Delehunty house marked on the left side of Curtiss 
and the O'Connell house marked on the right side, 
next to the river. On the other hand, the 
Southington Assessor’s office records state that 
the O’Connel house at 120 Curtiss Street (note the 
2 s’s in the street name in the records) was built in 
1870, while the Delahunty home at 123 Curtiss 
was built in 1900.  It appears that the original 
structures were replaced, or improved 
substantially, at some point. 

As we have seen, Fall River Massachusetts is a 
town of interest in the O'Connell – McNamara 
history. Many of the pictures we have of relatives 
were taken in Fall River. This is a good place to 
show some of them. Mary McNamara's sister 
Sarah married Bob O'Neil and settled there. The 
following show the O'Neil family and their home. 

 

 
O'Neil family of Fall River, Massachusetts. 

 

 
O'Neil Home at Fall River, Massachusetts 

Mary's second sister, Ellen, married Nick 
Sullivan and may have also lived in Fall River. 
However, Ellen may have first lived in 
Pennsylvania, as indicated by this portrait taken in 
Philadelphia.  

 
Ellen McNamara in Fall River, Massachusetts 

The three Gray sisters mentioned earlier: Katie, 
Mabel, and Loretta, are related to Daniel 
O'Connell and Mary McNamara. Pictures of them 
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were taken in Fall River when they were young 
ladies. Just to recap, Katie was born in 
Massachusetts around 1885, Mabel in 
Massachusetts about 1886, and Loretta in 
Pennsylvania around 1892. There also appears to 
have been a Sadie Gray who would have been 
born around 1888 in Pennsylvania. Katie, Mabel, 
and Loretta eventually settled in Southington. The 
first portrait is of Katie Gray (Anderson), probably 
taken in Fall River. Following that are two 
pictures of Loretta Gray (Anderson). The first is 
taken in Fall River; the second may not have been 
taken there. 
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Katie Gray Anderson, possibly in Fall River, 

Massachusetts. 

 

 
Loretta Gray Anderson, Fall River, Massachusetts 

 

 
Loretta Gray Anderson, possibly in Fall River, 

Massachusetts. 

 

 
Mabel Gray Fitzgerald in Fall River, Massachusetts 
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5. Years 1910 to 1920 

The section of a “Bird's Eye” map shown 
above, and made from airplane photos around 
1913, shows the O'Connell home on the left of 
Curtis Street and the Delahunty farm on the right 
side. Hart Street forks off to the right. At the far 
right, the street crossing both the railroad tracks 
and the river is Mill Street, home of Aetna Nut 
Company and one side of Peck, Stow, and Wilcox 
Company. Note that the house has a small shed or 
storage area at the rear. Later, a kitchen will be 
added across the rear of the house. It is difficult to 
imagine all the O'Connells living in that little 
structure. 

The spelling of Curtis Street can be confusing. 
It is spelled Curtiss Street on old maps. When I 
grew up there, the street sign at the Main Street 

(Queen St.) end spelled it Curtiss. The street sign 
at the opposite end, West Street, spelled it Curtis 
(one ‘s’). 

The 1910 census for Curtis Street shows the 
following for the O'Connell family: 

1. Daniel O'Connell, Head, Age 55, Number of 
years of present marriage: 22, Year of 
Immigration: 1882 [note: not 1881], 
Occupation: Laborer – iron mill, Number of 
weeks out of work in 1909: 15; Owner of 
Home, Owned Free – not Mortgaged, Home – 
not Farm; 

2. Mary O'Connell, Wife, Age 53, Number of 
years of present marriage: 22, Number of 
Children Born: 5, Number living: 5, Year of 
Immigration: 1879; 

3. Robert L. O'Connell, Son, Age 21, Single, 

 
Section of Southington map made in 1913 showing area from Curtis St. to Mill St. 
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Occupation: Laborer – Hardware Shop, 
Number of weeks out of work in 1909: 18; 

4. Mary E. O'Connell, Daughter, Age 19, Single, 
Occupation: Laborer – Painting Est., Number 
of weeks out of work in 1909: 2; 

5. Sarah O'Connell, Daughter, Age 17, Single, No 
Occupation; 

6. Ellen O'Connell, Daughter, Age 15, Single, No 
Occupation; 

7. Daniel O'Connell, Son, Age 11, Single, No 
Occupation. 

There are now two Delahunty families on 
Curtis Street. For the original Mary Delahunty 
family, we have 

1. Mary Delahunty, Head, Age 64, Widowed, 6 
children, 3 living, immigrated 1877, No 
Occupation; 

2. Joseph Delahunty, Son, Age 34, Single, 
Immigrated 1884, Occupation: Farmer - Dairy; 

3. Annie D. Hart, Daughter, Age 42, Widowed, 
Married 10 years, Immigrated 1882, No 
children, No Occupation. 

4. Frank Williams, Hired man, Age 35, Single, 
Born Connecticut, parents born Connecticut, 
Occupation: Farmer – Dairy; 

5. Marcelliz Ignocy, Hired man, Age 32, Single, 

Born Aus. - Polish, Immigrated 1902, 
Occupation: Farmer – Dairy; 

6. Joseph Liss, Hired man, Age 18, Single, Born 
Aus. - Polish, Immigrated 1910, Occupation: 
Farmer – Dairy; 

The second family is headed by son Patrick: 

1. Patrick Delahunty, Head, Age 36, Married 8 
years, Born Ireland, Immigrated 1884, 
Occupation: Drop Forger – Hardware Shop; 

2. Agnes Delahunty, Age 29, Married 8 Years, 
Born Ireland, Parents born Ireland, 3 children 
with 3 still living, Immigrated 1898, No 
Occupation; 

3. Anna M. Delahunty, Daughter, Age 7, Born 
Connecticut; 

4. Margaret Delahunty, Daughter, Age 4, Born 
Connecticut; 

5. Joseph Delahunty, Age 1, Born Connecticut. 

We have a picture of Daniel O'Connell at his 
place of work on Mill Street. There were two 
companies located there: Aetna Nut Company and 
Peck, Stow and Wilcox. Aetna had installed what 
they called an iron mill. PS&W made tools. 
Therefore, we believe that Daniel worked at Aetna 
and that the hardware shop refers to Peck, Stow 
and Wilcox. We further recall that the now 
deceased John Delahunty worked at the Aetna 

 
Daniel O'Connell at iron mill near Mill Street (marked by x) 
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Bolt Company in 1890. This may mean nothing, 
but may indicate a tie between the two. 

We have a short description of the Aetna Nut 
Company from a history of Southington published 
in 1924 [Francis Atwater, History of Southington, 
Conn., The Journal Press, Meriden, Connecticut, 
1924]: 

“In 1869, R.A. Neal, familiarly known as 
“Boss” Neal, organized the Aetna Nut Co. He was 
financially assisted by Peck, Stow & Wilcox and 
established his factory on the East side of the 
railroad in what is known as “Monohan's row”. He 
employed Abner Candy as superintendent and 
Lyman S. Taylor as manager. Those two able 
mechanics had invented an axle nut, the value of 
which secured for them a certain interest in the 
business. Subsequently, a rolling mill was added 
to the factory, which furnished the material used 
for small and medium sized Dunham machine 
forged nuts, which were the largest made by the 
factory. 

In the last five years the company played a 
losing game and its machinery and factory have 
been disposed of.” 

Given that the book was published in 1924, it 
would appear that the factory went out of business 
around 1919 – 1920. That would coincide with the 
ending of World War I. Since Peck, Stow and 
Wilcox originally supported the development of 
Aetna Nut, it is possible that they absorbed 
workers and equipment from the defunct 
company. 

Daniel made a trip to Great Britain, presumably 
to Wales, and returned to the U.S. Aboard the S.S. 
Oceanic August 11, 1911. His occupation is listed 
as “rolling mill hand” and his “Race or People” as 
Irish. His age is listed as 56. He had to pass 
through immigration and swear an affidavit that he 
was a U.S. Citizen. 

The following O'Connell family portrait was 
probably taken about this time. 

 
Daniel and Mary O'Connell and family: Danny, 

Sarah, Robert, Ellen, Mamie (Mary). 

Gottlieb Georgii and family have moved to 
New Jersey by 1910. Unfortunately, Louisa died 
in 1909 (27 January). She is buried near their 
home in the Borough of Carlstadt. She is buried at 
the Berrylawn Cemetery, East Rutherford, New 
Jersey. In 1910, the remaining family lived on 
Monroe Street, Borough of Carlstadt (now East 
Rutherford). Monroe St. is about 9 blocks east of 
the cemetery. The census shows Gottlieb and his 
three sons: 

1. Gottlieb Georgi, Head, Age 42. Widowed, 
Born Germany, Parents born Germany, 
immigrated 1880, Occupation: Polisher – Brass 
Works, Owns Home – Mortgaged; 

2. Charles Georgi, Son, Age 21, Single, Born 
New York, Parents born Germany, Occupation: 
Driver – Grocery Wagon; 

3. William Georgi, Son, Age 15, Single, Born 
New York, No Occupation; 

4. Eddie Georgi, Son, Age 13, Born New York. 

Note that Charles is now listed as being born in 
New York. Apparently, Adolph had the nickname 
“Eddie”. The name Georgii was spelled in the 
census with one i. The following picture shows the 
Georgii boys, probably around this period. 
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Charles, Adolph, and William Georgii, possibly in 

their Carlstadt, New Jersey home. 

 
Gravesite of Louisa [Ober] Georgii in  

East Rutherford, New Jersey 

Notes that come with the photo describe the 
inscription: 

HIER RUHT 
LOUISE GEORGII 
GEBURNE OBER 

GEB 7 SEPT. 1867 

GEST 27 JAN. 1909 
RHUE  SANFT 

 

An additional note states “Mother's name was 
apparently Volk”. Presumably, this refers to 
Louisa's mother's maiden name. 

Mary Jane Jones, niece of Daniel O'Connell, 
and the future Mrs. David George Lockyer, came 
to Southington in 1913. Her brother, Herbert 
Garfield, may have been here at that time, but we 
are not sure. He is known to have entered the 
country through Canada and to have been living in 
Southington prior to 1917. By 1917, he had moved 
to the neighboring town of Plainville. This is 
shown in a 1917 Southington Directory. In any 
case, Mary returned to Merthyr Tydfil in 1916. 
According to Mervyn Lockyer, she planned to 
return, but her plans were disrupted by the first 
World War. Mary Jane married David George in 
Merthyr on 18 October 1917. They will return to 
Southington in 1923. The following photo is 
believed to be of Ellen O'Connell and Mary Jane 
Jones taken in 1915. 

 
Ellen O'Connell and cousin Mary Jane Jones in 

Southington, 1915. 
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Herbert Garfield Jones and his violin is shown 
in the following photo: 

 
Herbert Garfield Jones 

The violin is currently in the possession of 
Mervyn Lockyer. 

Robert O'Connell joined the Army as an 
engineer during the war. There is a “class picture” 
showing his division in front of a small village 
with a church in the background with the caption 
“1st. Engineers U.S.A., 1st Division, Army of 
Occupation, Wirges Germany, July 19, 1919.” The 
following picture shows Robert in his uniform. 

 
Robert Lincoln O'Connell in  

WWI Army Engineer Uniform. 
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Sarah O'Connell and William Georgii were 
wed on 30 April, 1919 at St. Thomas Church in 
Southington. We can only speculate on how they 
met. At this time, Gottlieb Georgii is living in 
Queens, N.Y. William probably came to 
Southington for the work. 

On 29 November 1919, a new post of the 
American Legion was formed in Southington. The 
post was the Kiltonic Post, named after the only 
serviceman from Southington to be killed in the 
World War, John Kiltonic. Robert L. O'Connell 
was elected vice commander under C.G. 
Beardsley, Commander [Francis Atwater, History 
of Southington, Conn., The Journal Press, 
Meriden, Conn.]. 

Another picture, probably taken about this 
same time shows the fathers, Daniel and Gottlieb, 
Ellen, Adolph, and William gathered about 
Adolph's motorcycle. Following that is a picture 
showing the new Georgii family with Sarah's 
parents and her sister Ellen. 

 
Sarah O'Connell - William Georgii Wedding Party, 

1919 at Curtiss Street. From left to right: William, Sarah,  
Ellen O'Connell, Adolph Georgii. 

 
Daniel and Ellen O'Connell, Gottlieb Georgii, Adolph 

O'Connell, William Georgii and Adolph's motorcycle at 
the O'Connell Home, Curtiss St. 

 

 
Sarah [O'Connell] and William Georgii with Ellen, 

Mary [McNamara], and Daniel O'Connell by the front 
porch of the Curtiss Street Home. 

Katie Gray has been married by 1910 and is 
living in Southington. She is married to Charles D. 
Anderson, living on Knowles Avenue. The have a 
new son James. According to the Southington 
census: 

1. Charles Anderson, Head, Age 27, Number of 
years of present marriage: 2, Born Connecticut, 
Father born Connecticut, Mother born Ireland, 
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Occupation: Drop Forger; 

2. Catherine Anderson, Wife, Age 26, Number of 
years of present marriage: 2, Born 
Massachusetts, Father born Ireland, Mother 
born [illegible, looks like Ire]; 

3. James Anderson, Son, Age 8/12, Born 
Connecticut. 

In 1920, Catherine will state that both parents 
were born in Wales. In 1930, she will say her 
father was born in Wales, but her mother was born 
in Ireland. According to the 1917 Southington 
Directory, Charles D. Anderson lives at 53 
Knowles Avenue and works as a machinist. 

6. Years 1920 to 1930 

By 1920, Daniel O'Connell is 64 years old and 
working as a night watchman at the rolling mill. 
Robert is 30 years old and still living at the Curtis 
Street residence; he is working as a machinist at 
the rolling mill. Sarah has moved out to live with 
her husband on West Main Street in Plantsville. 
Mamie and Ellen have moved to Middletown, a 
few miles from Southington.  Mamie is working as 
a pianist for a local theater.  She is 29 years old.  
Ellen, age 25, is working as a “measurer” in a 
textile shop. Daniel, the youngest at age 21, is still 
home and, apparently, unemployed. The Census 
report for the household contains the following: 

1. Daniel O'Connell, Head, Age 64, Year of 
immigration: 1882, Born Canada, Parents born 
Ireland, Occupation: night watchman – rolling 
mill; 

2. Mary O'Connell, Wife, Age 63, Year of 
immigration: 1880, Born South Wales, Father 
born Ireland, Mother born Wales; 

3. Robert O'Connell, Son, Age 30, Born 
Massachusetts, Occupation machinist – rolling 
mill; 

4. Daniel O'Connell, Son, Age 21, Born 
Massachusetts, Occupation: none. 

At the time of the 1920 census, Mamie is 
rooming at 179 College Street and Ellen is 
boarding at 28 East Main Street in Middletown, 
Connecticut.  The census data for the two are 

1. Ellen O'Connell, Boarder, Age 25, Born 
Massachusetts, Father born Canada, Mother 

born Wales Occupation: measurer, textile shop; 

2. Mary O'Connell, Boarder, Age 29, Born 
Massachusetts, Father born Canada, Mother 
born Wales Occupation: pianist, theater. 

The entry for William and Sarah Georgii, on 
West Main Street is: 

1. William Georgii, Head, Age 24, Born New 
Jersey [whoever answered the question knew 
he had come from New Jersey, but not where 
he was born], Parents born Germany, 
Occupation: drop forger - ??? factory; 

2. Sarah Georgii, Wife, Age 27, Born 
Massachusetts, Father born Canada, Mother 
born England. 

Note that Daniel and Mary do not indicate a 
date of naturalization, though we know Daniel was 
naturalized in Fall River in 1885. Mary Georgii 
Messier, daughter of William and Sarah, born 4 
August 1923, says that they lived at The Edison 
Hotel in Plantsville center for a while. The address 
of the Edison was 114 West Main Street. William 
and Sarah may have had an apartment there in 
1920. This would have been near the Stanley Rule 
and Level Company, where we know he worked 
by 1924 (Southington City Directory). However, 
in 1924 and 1926, William and Sarah were living 
at 951 South [not West] Main, about a mile South 
of the center. 

 
“Birdseye” map section showing  

Plantsville center circa 1913. 

This section of the 1913 “Birdseye” map of 
Southington shows Plantsville center. North is to 
the left. South Main Street comes in at the upper 
left, from Southington center, and continues out to 
the right from the fork. William and Sarah live in 
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that direction in 1924. West Main Street flows 
from the fork to the bottom of the map. Summer 
Street ends at West Main and the railroad crosses 
it. William and Sarah will eventually live off of 
Summer Street on a small street that doesn't exist 
yet: East Summer Street. The Edison Hotel is 
located where the railroad crosses W. Main – on 
the lower right hand (Southwest) corner. Stanley 
Rule and Level Co. is one of the factories 
bordering Summer Street. The following picture 
shows the area where the railroad crossed West 
Main. The Edison House is to the right and the 
railroad station is to the left [Southington, A 
Pictorial History, Southington Bicentennial 
Committee, Southington, Connecticut, 1979]. In 
1930, before moving to Summer Street, they will 
live on Marion Avenue, which is an extension of 
West Main off the bottom of the page. By that 
time, Gottlieb Georgii will have moved to town 
and will live in the same area. A portrait of the 
new Mary Georgii is shown below. 

 
Mary Georgii as an infant. 

Across Curtiss Street from Daniel and Mary are 
Pat and Agnes Delahanty, with their family. 

1. Patrick Delahanty, Head, Age 46, Year of 
immigration: 1884, Year of naturalization: 
1900, Born Ireland, Parents born Ireland, 
Occupation: drop forger – hardware shop; 
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Plantsville Center around 1908 
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2. Agnes Delahanty, Wife, Age 39, Year of 
immigration: 1898, Year of naturalization: 
1900, Born Ireland, Parents born Ireland; 

3. Anna May Delahanty, Daughter, Age 17, Born 
Connecticut; Occupation: Stenographer – 
Hardware shop 

4. Margaret Delahanty, Daughter, Age 14, Born 
Connecticut, Occupation: none; 

5. Joseph Delahanty, Son, Age 11, Born 
Connecticut; 

6. Patrick Delahanty, Son, Age 9, Born 
Connecticut; 

7. James Delahanty, Age 5, Born Connecticut; 

8. Edward Delahanty, Age 1, Born Connecticut. 

The following picture shows Pat and Agnes 
Delahunty with members of the O'Connell and 
McNamara family. Mabel Gray is one of the three 
Gray sisters mentioned earlier. The Grays are 
related to Mary McNamara O'Connell. Bob O'Neil 
is the husband of Sarah McNamara, Mary 
McNamara's sister. The O'Neils lived in Fall 
River, Massachusetts. Another sister, Ellen, 
married Nick Sullivan. They may also have lived 
in Fall River. 

The Gray sisters will all live in Southington. 
Two, Katy Gray Fitzgerald and Mabel Gray 
Fitzgerald are married and living in Southington in 
1920, according to the census. Loretta Gray 
Anderson appears in the 1930 census. However, 
we know she was married and living in 
Southington in 1924, according to a Southington 
Directory. We will get back to the Gray sisters 
later. 

 
Back row: Pat and Agnes Delahunty, Bob O'Neil. 

Front row: Anna May Delahunty, Ellen O'Connell, Mabel 
Gray [Fitzgerald]. 

By 1920, Gottlieb Georgii has moved back to 
New York City. This time, however, he is living in 
the Ridgewood neighborhood, Borough of 
Queens. The street name is hard to read, but looks 
like Mount [Olive?] Avenue. He has remarried, is 
a farmer, and has three stepsons. Evidently, he 
married a widow named Catherine Kraff who 
owned a flower farm. 

1. Gottlieb Georgii, Head, Age 50, Year of 
immigration: 1882(?) [hard to read], Year of 
Naturalization: 1900, Born Germany, Parents 
born Germany, Occupation: farmer – own 
farm; 

2. Catherine Georgii, Wife, Age 52, Year of 
immigration: 1888, Year of naturalization: 
1900, Born Germany, Parents born Germany; 

3. Edward Kraff, Step-son, Age 22, Born New 
York, Parents born Germany, Occupation: 
florist – own business; 

4. Fred Kraff, Step-son, Age 20, Born New York, 
Parents born Germany, Occupation: [illegible] - 
Cemetery Office; 

5. Carl Kraff, Step-son, Age 18, Born New York, 
placer(?) - insurance [illegible]; 

Note that Ridgewood is next to several 
cemeteries located in the Forest Park Area. The 
family seems to be involved in the “death” 
business ranging from flowers to insurance. 
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Herbert Garfield Jones has married and moved 
back to Southington in 1920. The family, 
including one son, lives on Hobart Street: 

1. H. Garfield Jones, Head, Age 34, Year of 
immigration: 1890, Year of naturalization: 
1916, Born Wales, Father born England, 
Mother born Scotland, Occupation: salesman – 
retail clothing; 

2. Carrie Jones, Wife, Age 31, Born Connecticut, 
Father born Connecticut, Mother born Canada; 

3. Fremont C. Jones, Son, Age 11/12, Born 
Connecticut, Father born Wales, Mother born 
Connecticut. 

In the 1924 Southington Directory, Herbert G. 
Jones is listed at Hobart Street, but neither 
occupation nor wife is listed. 

Garfield took a trip back to England in 1920, 
returning on 6 October 1920 aboard the S.S. 
Olympic. Presumably, this was to visit family in 
Merthyr Tydfil. The visit may have had something 
to do with the fact that his sister, Mary Jones 
Lockyer, her husband David George Lockyer, and 
their children came to America in 1923. The 
following information is from the passenger 
manifest of the S.S. Berengaria, arriving at New 
York on 1 September 1923 (departing 
Southampton 25 August): 

1. David George Lockyer, Age 38, Occupation: 
fitter; race or people: Welsh; Last permanent 
residence: Merthyr Tydfil; Nearest relative in 
country whereat alien come: Mother, Mrs. 
Lockyer, 65 Bethesda St., Merthyr Tydfil; 
Final Destination: Southington, Conn.; by 
whom was passage paid? Brother-in-law; 
Name of relative or friend visiting: brother-in-
law, H. Garfield Jones, Hobart St., 
Southington, Conn., Length of time planning to 
stay in U.S.: permanent; Health: Good; height 5 
ft. 5 in.; Complexion: Dark, Hair: brn; Eyes: 
green; Place of Birth: Merthyr Tydfil, Wales 

2. Mary Lockyer, Age 38; race: Welsh; Last 
permanent residence: Merthyr Tydfil; Health: 
Good; Height: 5 ft. 3 in.; Complexion: 
Medium; Hair: Brown; Eyes: blue; Place of 
Birth: Merthyr Tydfil 

3. Doris Sophia Lockyer, Age 4, Health: good; 
Height: 3 ft. 6 in.; Complexion: Medium; Hair: 

Brown; Eyes: Blue; Place of Birth: Merthyr 
Tydfil 

4. Mary Elizabeth Lockyer, Age 2; Health: Good; 
Height: 2 ft. 8 in.; Complexion: Fair; Hair: 
Fair; Eyes: Blue; Place of Birth: Merthyr Tydfil 

Note that Garfield paid the passage for the 
family. David Lockyer is not listed in the 1924 
Southington Directory, but in the 1926 Directory 
his address is given as 57 Vermont Avenue. He is 
employed at Peck, Stow and Wilcox Company. 
Garfield (Herbert G.) and his wife (Carrie A.) are 
listed at Hobart Street (no house number), with no 
occupation given. He is probably working as a 
clothing salesman in Plainville. Eventually he will 
have his own clothing store. The 1951 Plainville 
Directory (we have none for the period before 
that) shows him living in Southington, but 
working at 9 Whiting St in the clothing business. 
There is a “Men and Boys” retail-clothing store 
listed at 9 Whiting called Jones and Garfield; it is 
the only clothing store listed in Plainville in 1951. 

According to Mervyn, Mary Lockyer was 
employed by a Baptist Minister in Southington as 
a housekeeper for the church. The minister was 
Reverend Requa. A photo of the young Lockyer 
family and the parents of Mary Jones is shown 
here. The photo was taken in Merthyr Tydfil just 
prior to departing for Southington. Mary Jane's 
parents, Herbert and Elizabeth Jones are shown 
against the wall on the left. Remember that 
Elizabeth is Daniel O'Connell's sister Elizabeth 
Jane. Below Elizabeth Jane is her granddaughter 
Doris Sophia Lockyer. Next to Herbert is Mary 
Jane [Jones] Lockyer. She is holding Mary 
Elizabeth (Betty) Lockyer. David George Lockyer 
is standing to the right. Mary Elizabeth will 
eventually marry Daniel Robert O'Connell, 
grandson of Daniel O'Connell. David Mervyn 
Lockyer will be born in Southington. 
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Top: Herbert Jones, Mary [Jones] Lockyer, Mary 

Elizabeth and David Lockyer. Middle: Elizabeth 
[O'Connell] Jones. Below: Doris Sophia Lockyer. 

 David George was very fond of his big yellow 
dog. They are shown below. Unfortunately, the 
dog was poisoned in Merthyr. 

The three children of Mary and David Lockyer, 
and their birth dates are: 

1. Doris Sophia Lockyer, 18 October 1918, 
Merthyr Tydfil, Wales 

2. Mary Elizabeth Lockyer, 11 July 1921, 
Merthyr Tydfil, Wales 

3. David Mervyn Lockyer, 12 October 1924, 
Southington, Connecticut 

 
David George Lockyer and friend.  

Return now to the Gray sisters. Catherine 
(Katie) Gray Anderson and family are listed in the 
1920 census, as are Loretta Gray Anderson and 
Mable Gray Fitzgerald and her family. The 1920 
census entries for Catherine and Charles 
Anderson, who live on Highwood Avenue are: 

1. Charles D. Anderson, Head, Age 37, Born 
Connecticut, Father born Connecticut, Mother 
born Ireland, Occupation: drop forger – forge 
shop; 

2. Catherine Anderson, Wife, age 35, Born 
Massachusetts, Parents born Wales; 

3. James F. Anderson, Son, Age 10, Born 
Connecticut; 

4. David Y. Anderson, Son, Age 5, Born 
Connecticut. 

David Mervyn Lockyer, who called the Gray 
sisters “Aunt” (a matter of politeness in an age 
when politeness mattered) gave the following 
information about the “Katie” Gray Anderson he 
knew. This information confirms that we have the 
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proper Katie Gray: 

Katie Gray Anderson lived on Highwood 
Avenue, near Berlin Street and Oakland. She had 
two sons: David and James. David died as a teen 
and James died around 1954-55. 

Loretta and James Anderson also live on 
Highwood Avenue in 1920. James is also a drop 
forger: 

1. James Anderson, Head, Age 43, Born 
Connecticut, Father Born Connecticut, Mother 
Born Ireland, Occuption: drop forger – forge 
shop; 

2. Loretta Anderson, Age 28, Born Pennsylvania, 
Parents Born England. 

Loretta and her husband, James F. Anderson, 
are listed in the 1924 Southington directory. 
Loretta is listed as living on Highwood Avenue, 
near Oakland Road, with James' occupation listed 
as drop forger. The most interesting fact is that 
Catherine and Charles are not listed at all. 
According to Mervyn's notes, Loretta will 
eventually live on South End Road, in the “water 
basin area”, where there were three water basins. 

The 1920 census shows William and Mabel 
Gray Fitsgerald living on South Main Street: 

1. William Fitzgerald, Head, Age 34, Born 
Connecticut, parents born Connecticut, 
Occupation: drop forger – large shop; 

2. Mabel Fitzgerald, Wife, Age 34, Born 
Massachusetts, Parents born England; 

3. John W. Anderson, Son, Age 7, Born 
Connecticut; 

4. Catherine E. Anderson, Daughter, Age 5, Born 
Connecticut. 

According to Mervyn's notes, Mable married a 
man named John Fitzgerald and had a son named 
John, Jr. I therefore conclude that Mable Married 
John William Fitzgerald, who went by his middle 
name, William, and had a son John W., Jr. Their 
daughter, Kathy, married a man with the surname 
Twelvetrees. Mable and John William lived on S. 
Main near the old Holcomb School. 

The 1924 Southington Directory has William 
Fitzgerald employed in Hartford. Their home 
address is 325 Main Street. 

Both Anderson families are listed in the 1926 
Southington Directory, both families living on 
Highwood Avenue. Charles D. Anderson is a 
welder. Katie's name is given as “Catherine G” 
Anderson. No occupation is given for James F. 
Anderson. Loretta's name is spelled “Lauretta”. 
They live on Highwood Avenue, near Oakland 
Road. The Fitzgeralds show the same information 
as in 1924. The following photo shows the Gray 
sisters, probably in the late 1920's, judging from 
the “flapper” style clothing. 

 
Anna May Delahunty (?), Mary McNamara 

O'Connell, and the Gray sisters: Katie, Loretta, Mabel. 

Robert Lincoln O'Connell married Susan A. 
Sweetman on 25 January 1923 in Manhattan, New 
York. The following picture shows the two of 
them visiting the Curtiss Street home at some later 
date, possibly in the 1940's. Robert and Susan 
lived in Manhattan. 
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Robert L. and Susan A. O'Connell visiting  

the Curtiss Street home. 

Robert painted a picture of his Curtiss Street 
home, possibly between the time he returned from 
the war and the time he married and moved away. 

That picture is shown below. The large tree in 
front of the house is a beautiful Elm that was 
killed by Dutch Elm disease when I was a child. I 
remember my sisters and I being very upset when 

it was cut down. The small tree to the right of the 
kitchen was a crab apple tree. Mom used to make 
crab apple jelly from the fruit. 

 

 
Painting of Curtiss Street home by Robert O'Connell 

 

The following picture of Curtiss Street was 
taken in the late 1920's. Hart Street is on the left, 
with some person walking on it. The Delahunty 
farm is in the center, across the Quinnipiac. The 
house across Curtiss Street from the Delahunties is 
the O'Connell home. There is a small barn behind 
it. This photo was taken from a special souvenir 
photo edition published by Southington Savings 
Bank in 1985. 

Daniel O'Connell died in 1925. Below is his 
portrait. 

At about this time, probably a short time before 

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

 
Curtiss Street in the late 1920's. 
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Daniel’s death, Mamie married Thomas Richard 
French, born in Peabody, Massachusetts.  They 
were married in Massachusetts.  In 1920, when 
Mamie was playing piano in Middletown, Thomas 
French was living with his widowed mother, 
Rosanna A. French in Salem, Massachusets.
was a billing clerk in a machine shop 
good education for that time.  His father was John 
French.  Both John and Rose immigrated from 
Ireland: John in 1886 and Rose in 1888.  He was 
born June 1867 and she was born in April 1869.
This information is taken from the 1900 cen
Peabody, Massachusetts.  All of their children 
were born in Peabody. 

Daniel O'Connell 

 

The children of John and Rose are:

1. Eliza J.: December 1890; 

2. Rosanna: July 1892; 

3. Agnes: February 1895; 

4. Thomas Richard: 21 March 1897;

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

 

Mamie married Thomas Richard 
ench, born in Peabody, Massachusetts.  They 

were married in Massachusetts.  In 1920, when 
Mamie was playing piano in Middletown, Thomas 
French was living with his widowed mother, 

in Salem, Massachusets.  He 
e shop - indicating a 
His father was John 

French.  Both John and Rose immigrated from 
Ireland: John in 1886 and Rose in 1888.  He was 
born June 1867 and she was born in April 1869.  
This information is taken from the 1900 census, 

All of their children 

 

The children of John and Rose are: 

Thomas Richard: 21 March 1897; 
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5. John C.: 1901; 

6. Samuel D.: 1903; 

7. Harold W.: 1905; 

8. Pearl E.: 1907; 

9. Warren H.: 1911. 

 

Two children will be born to Thomas Richard 
and Mary Elizabeth (Mamie) before 1930.  These 
will be their only children: 

1. Elizabeth Mary: 24 May 1925, New Haven, 
Connecticut; 

2. Helen Rose: 1928, Massachusetts. 

The picture displayed below shows Mamie as a 
young lady in a minstral show in Southington.  
She is at the center of the middle row with her 
eyes closed and the boy’s cap with brim. 

 

7. Years 1930 to 1940 

By 1930, Daniel has died and the widow Mary 
McNamara O'Connell is living on Curtiss Street 

with youngest son Daniel and youngest daughter, 
Ellen, bringing in the income. Remember that the 
“Great Depression” had just begun in 1929 with 
the stock market crash. It would continue 
throughout the decade. The census record reads: 

1. Mary O'Connell, Head, Age 73, Widowed, 
Home: Owned, Home Value: $3000, Owns 
Radio Set: yes, Born England, Parents born 
England, Mother tongue: English, Year of 
Immigration: 1880, Naturalized: yes, 
Occupation: None; 

2. Daniel O'Connell, Son, Age 31, Single, Born 
Massachusetts, Father: Canada, Mother: 
England, Occupation: Laborer – Road Gang; 

3. Ellen A. O'Connell, Daughter, Age 35, Single, 
Born Massachusetts, Occupation: Stenographer 
– Factory Office. 

Ellen is now 35 and Danny is 31. Both are 
single and will remain single.  

William and Sarah O'Connell Georgii are now 
living on Marion Avenue, not far from Gottlieb. 
Gottlieb has divorced, moved from New York to 
Plantsville, and married a woman named Dora. 
Gottlieb and Dora live on Wonx Spring Road. The 
census record for William reads: 



  36  

1. William Georgii, Head, Age 35, Age at first 
marriage: 24, Rents Home, Home Monthly 
Rent: $17, Owns Radio Set: No, Born: New 
York, Parents Born Germany, Occupation: 
Hardener - Hardware factory; 

2. Sarah Georgii, Wife, Age 37, Age at first 
marriage: 26, Born: Massachusetts, Parents 
born England; 

3. William Georgii, Jr., Son, Age 10, Born: 
Connecticut; 

4. Mary Georgii, Daughter, Age: 6, Born 
Connecticut; 

5. Robert Georgii, Son, Age 4-7/12, Born 
Connecticut; 

6. Adolph Georgii, Son, Age 3-6/12, Born 
Connecticut; 

7. David Georgii, Son, Age 2-1/12, Born 
Connecticut. 

The actual birth dates for the Georgii children 
are: 

1.  William Paul Georgii: 22 June 1920; 

2.  Mary Louise Georgii: 4 August 1923; 

3.  Daniel Robert Georgii: 9 October 1925; 

4.  Adolph Georgii: 27 November 1926; 

5.  David S. Georgii: 17 March 1928; 

6.  Catherine Georgii: About 1930 (Died at birth). 

The information on Gottlieb and Dora is: 

1. Gottlieb Georgii, Head, Age 61, Age at first 
Marriage: 25, Owns Home; Value of Home: 
$4000, Owns Radio Set: No, Born Germany, 
Parents Born Germany, Mother Tongue: 
German, Year of Immigration: 1893, 
Naturalized: Yes, Occupation: Basket Maker – 
Own Business; 

2. Dora Georgii, Wife, Age 66, Age at First 
Marriage: 21, Born Germany, Parents Born 
Germany, Mother Tongue: German, Year of 
Immigration: 1891. 

A picture of Gottlieb and Dora is shown below. 
Following that is one of Dora and Mary 
McNamara O'Connell. Below is a picture of 
Gottlieb, his daughter-in-law Sarah O'Connell 
Georgii, her sister Ellen O'Connell, Sarah's toddler 

son William Paul, and her infant daughter Mary 
Louise Georgii. The last picture is of one of 
Gottlieb's hand-made baskets. Several are still in 
the possession of Mary Georgii Messier. This 
particular one was given to the author and 
photographed in 2005. 

 
Gottlieb and Dora Georgii 
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Dora Georgii and Mary [McNamara] O'Connell. 

 

 
Back: Sarah and Gottlieb Georgii, Ellen O'Connell. 

Front: William and Mary Georgii,  
Children of Sarah and William. 

Mamie and Thomas French are living in 
Freeport Villiage, New York during the 1930 
census.  He is  33 years old and working as a 
chauffeur.  She is 39.  Given the extent of the 
depression, this was a good job.  The census data 
is: 

1. Thomas R. French, Head, Age 33, Rents Home, 

Rent: $35/mo., Owns Radio Set: Yes, Born 
Massachusetts, Parents born Ireland, 
Occupation: chauffeur - automobile; 

2. Mary E. French, Head, Age 39, Born 
Massachusetts, Father born Canada, Mother 
born Wales, Occupation: None; 

3. Elizabeth M. French, Daughter, Age 4, born 
Connecticut; 

4. Helen R. French, Daughter, Age 2, Born 
Massachusetts. 

 

Note that Betty was born in Connecticut, so 
that was their first home.  Helen was born in 
Massachusetts two years later at the start of the 
depression.  Two years after that, they are in New 
York. 

 

 
A basket made by Gottlieb Georgii.  

Picture taken in 2005. 

 

In 1930, the Delahunties have two households 
on Curtiss Street. Most of the family is no longer 
in the dairy business. Agnes Delahunty is 
widowed and has the following record: 

 

1. Agnes E. Delahunty, Head, Age 49, Widowed, 
Owns Home, Value of Home: $3500, Owns 
Radio Set: No, Born Irish Free State, Parents 
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born Irish Free State, Mother Tongue: Irish, 
Year of Immigration: 1898, Naturalized, 
Occupation: None; 

2. Anna May Delahunty, Daughter, Age 27, 
Single, Born Connecticut, Parents born Irish 
Free State, Occupation: Typist – Factory 
Office; 

3. Margaret E. Delahunty, Daughter, Age 24, 
Single, Born Connecticut, Occupation: 
Stenographer – Factory Office; 

4. Patrick J. Delahunty, Son, Age 19, Single, Born 
Connecticut, Occupation: Truck Driver – 
Florist; 

5. James F. Delahunty, Son, Age 15, Born 
Connecticut, Occupation: None; 

6. Edward J. Delahunty, Son, Age 11, Born 
Connecticut; 

7. William J. Delahunty, Son, Age 8, Born 
Connecticut. 

Note that not only Ellen O'Connell, but also the 
two Delahunty girls are working as stenographers 
or typists. They probably decided to get the extra 
training to advance professionally - and make 
more money than they would otherwise. 

Patrick Delahunty's bachelor brother, Joseph, 
heads the second household with his sister Annie 
Hart. Joseph is still running the farm: 

1. Joseph Delahunty, Sr., Head, Age 53, Single, 
Owns Home [No value given], Owns Radio 
Set, Born Irish Free State, Parents Born Irish 
Free State, Mother Tongue: Irish, Year of 
Immigration: 1884, Naturalized, Occupation: 
Farmer – Dairy Farm; 

2. Annie D. Hart, Sister, Age 62, Widowed, Born 
Irish Free State, Parents Born Irish Free State, 
Mother Tongue: Irish, Year of Immigration: 
1882, Occupation: None; 

3. Ignace Muchellick, Boarder, Age 52, Single, 
Born Poland, Parents Born Poland, Mother 
Tongue: Polish, Year of Immigration: 1905, 
Occupation: Laborer – Dairy Farm; 

4. Michael Musick, Boarder, Age 57, Married, 
Age at first Marriage: 21, Born Poland, Parents 
Born Poland, Mother Tongue: Polish, Year of 
Immigration: 1902, Occupation: Laborer – 

Dairy Farm 

David and Mary Lockyer are living at [57] 
Vermont Avenue in 1930, according to the 
Southington census. They have all their children 
by now: 

1. David Lockyer, Head, Age 44, Age at first 
Marriage: 30, Rents Home for $20 per month, 
Does not own radio set, Born Wales, Parents 
Born Wales, Mother Tongue: English, 
Immigrated 1923, Alien, Occupation: [illegible 
– looks like Casnellen] – Hardware Factory; 

2. Mary E. Lockyer, Wife, Age 43, Age first 
Married: 31, Born Wales, Parents born Wales, 
Immigrated 1923, Alien; 

3. Doris Lockyer, Daughter, Age 10, Born Wales, 
Alien; 

4. Betty Lockyer, Daughter, Age 7, Born Wales, 
Alien; 

5. Mervin Lockyer, Son, Age 5, Born 
Connecticut. 

Note: Mary Jones Lockyer was born 31 
January 1883 and should be listed as being 47 
years old. David Lockyer was born 23 April 1886, 
and is properly listed as being 44 years old (the 
census was taken 4 April 1930). At 43, Mary's age 
is the same as her brother Garfield's, who was born 
about 1887 according to other censuses taken in 
Wales. 

Herbert Garfield Jones is still living on Hobart 
Street, except now he calls himself Garfield H. 
Jones and has a son Garfield Hunter Jones: 

1. Garfield H. Jones, Head, Age 43, Age at first 
marriage: 31, Owns Home valued at $4000, 
Owns radio set, Born Wales, Parents Born 
Wales, Immigrated: 1890, Mother Tongue: 
English, Occupation: salesman – clothing; 

2. Carrie A. Jones, Age 41, Age at first marriage: 
29, Born Connecticut, Father Born 
Connecticut, Mother Born Canada; 

3. Fremont C. Jones, Age 11, Born Connecticut; 

4. Garfield H. Jones, Age 4 9/12, Born 
Connecticut. 

 

In 1920, the census record stated that Garfield's 
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father was born in Scotland, not Wales. 

Finally, we will see what the Gray sisters have 
been up to. Charles and Katie Anderson are still 
hanging out on Highwood Avenue: 

1. Charles Anderson, Head, Age 48, Age at first 
marriage: 25, Owns Home valued at $3000, 
Owns Radio Set, Born Connecticut, Father 
Born Connecticut, Mother Born Ireland, 
Occupation: Truck Driver – Bakery; 

2. Catherine A. Anderson, Age 45, Age at first 
marriage: 22, Born Massachusetts, Father Born 
Ireland, Mother Born Wales; 

3. James S. Anderson, Age 20, Single, Born 
Connecticut, Occupation: None. 

Their son David, who would be age 15, is not 
listed. We presume he has died, based upon 
Mervyn's notes (see 1920 census data). 

Loretta and James Anderson are living on Main 
Street, near Acadamy Street in 1930: 

1. James F. Anderson, Head, Age 51, Age at first 
marriage: 40, Rents home at $18 per month, 
Does not own radio, Born Connecticut, Father 
born Connecticut, Mother Born Free Ireland, 
Occupation: Drop Forger – Forge Factory; 

2. Loretta H. Anderson, Wife, Age 37, Age at first 
marriage: 23, Born Pennsylvania, Parents born 
Wales. 

William and Mabel Fitzgerald are still living on 
[South?] Main Street in 1930: 

1. William Fitzgerald, Head, Age 43, Age at first 
marriage: 25, Rents home at $7 per month, 
Owns a radio set, Born Connecticut, Parents 
born Connecticut, Occupation: Janitor – 
[illegible]; 

2. Mable V. Fitzgerald, Wife, Age 43, Age at first 
marriage: 25, Born Massachusetts, Parents born 
Wales, Occupation: Servant – Private family; 

3. John W. Fitzgerald, Son, Age 17, Born 
Connecticut, Occupation: None; 

4. Catherine E. Fitzgerald, Daughter, Age 16, 
Born Connecticut. 

Recall that Mary McNamara had a cousin Mary 
Ann Jones. Both went to work in London as young 
ladies. Mary Ann married a man named Stephens 
and had a daughter. Blodwen (meaning white 
flower in Galic) is that daughter. According to 
Mary Jones Lockyer, Blodwen was a teacher. In 
September 1934, Blodwen visited her relatives in 
Southington. The following picture shows 
Blodwin Stephens sitting on the bank of the 
Quinnipiac River shown above. The Delahunty 
property is behind her and Hart Street would be 
off the left side of the picture; The O'Connell 
home is beyond the right border of the picture. 
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Blodwen [Jones]Stephens near Quinnipiac River, 

1934. 

Blodwen is shown with the widow Mary 
McNamara below. They are standing next to the 
porch of the Curtiss Street home. 

 
Blodwen [Jones] Stephens and Mary [McNamara] 

O'Connell on Curtiss Street, 1934. 

Blodwen Stephens visited other relatives in 
Southington. The following picture is from David 
Mervyn Lockyer's collection. It was probably 
taken at the Lockyer's Vermont Avenue home. 
Mervyn is the young man in the front row, to the 
left. Behind him is Bob O'Neil. Next to Mervyn is 
Sarah McNamara O'Neil. Sarah is Mary 
McNamara's sister and wife of Bob O'Neil. They 
are probably visiting from Fall River, 
Massachusetts for the occasion. Blodwen Stephens 
is standing between Sarah O'Neil and Mervyn's 
father David George Lockyer. Standing between 
Sarah and Blodwen is Danny O'Connell, son of 
Daniel. This picture tends to confirm the direct 
relationship between the McNamara, O'Connell, 
Jones, and Lockyer families. It appears more 
probable that the Jones family that Blodwen is 
descended from is the same that Mary McNamara 
is descended from and the same that Herbert Jones 
is descended from, and that Elizabeth Jane 
O'Connell married into. 
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Back: Bob O'Neil and Dan O'Connell (youngest son 

of Daniel). Front: David Mervyn Lockyer, Sarah 
[McNamara] O'Neil, Blodwen [Jones]Stephens, and  
David George Lockyer. At the Lockyer home on 
Vermont Avenue, Southington, September 1934. 

Mary McNamara O'Connell died in 1937 in 
Southington. A portrait of her is shown below. 

 
Mary McNamara O'Connell 

Gottlieb Georgii died the following year: 22 
January 1938. We do not know when his wife 
Dora died. 

8. Epilogue 

After Mary [McNamara] O'Connell's death, 
Danny will remain in the family home and Ellen 
will move to Brookline, Massachusetts. When 
Danny dies on 30 August 1949, at the relatively 
young age of 51, Ellen will rent the O'Connell 
house to a family named Meyers. In 1950, the 
house will be purchased by Armand and Mary 
[Georgii] Messier, and is still owned by Mary. The 
home has been owned by O'Connells and 
O'Connell descendents since about 1900 – over 
100 years.  

Robert and his wife Susan lived in Manhattan. 
Susan died first; Robert lived until February 1972. 
They had no children. Ellen died in Southington 
18 March 1981. She had moved in with her 
widowed sister, Sarah, at 27 Summer St. 
Plantsville.  Ellen did not marry and had no 
children.  William Georgii died on 19 September 
1956. Sarah died 15 April 1984.  Mamie died on 6 
December 1984 in Yucaipa, California.  She was 
living near one of her two daughters. 

The following photo, taken in 1972, shows the 
three O'Connell sisters, Ellen, Mamie, and Sarah. 
The photo was taken in the living room of the 
O'Connell home, then occupied by Armand and 
Mary Messier. 

 

 
Ellen, Mamie, and Sarah O'Connell at the  

old O'Connell home in 1972. 

 Sarah and William Georgii had six children, 
including Catherine, who died at birth; their birth 
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dates are: 

1. William Paul Georgii: 22 June 1920; 

2. Mary Louise Georgii: 4 August 1923; 

3. Daniel Robert Georgii: 9 October 1925; 

4. Adolph Georgii: 27 November 1926; 

5. David S. Georgii: 17 March 1928; 

6. Catherine Georgii: About 1930 (Died at birth). 

All were born in Southington, Connecticut. 

William Paul Georgii married Dorothy G. 
Fischer in Southington on 22 December 1945. 
They had no children. Uncle William, my 
Godfather, worked on the railroad as an 
electrician, from 1940 to 1981. This apparently 
includes the time he spent in the Navy during WW 
II. Dorothy was born in Southington on 31 March 
1924. Her parents were Frank and Charlotte 
Fischer. The 1930 Southington census entry for 
the Frank Fischer family reads 

1. Frank Fischer, Head, Age 31, Age at first 
marriage: 20, Owns Home, Home valued at 
$5000, Owns Radio Set, Born Connecticut, 
Father Born Brunswick [Braunschweig] 
Germany, Mother born New York Occupation: 
Florist – Greenhouse. 

2. Charlotte Fischer, wife, Age 28, Age at first 
marriage: 19, Born Berlin Germany, Parents 
born Berlin Germany, Mother Tongue: 
German, Year of Immigration: 1904. 

3. Erwin Fischer, Son, Age 8. 

4. Dorothy Fischer, Daughter, Age 6. 

5. Lois Fischer, Daughter, Age 2 6/12. 

Braunschweig and Berlin are in Northern 
Germany; Braunschweig is not far from the 
Netherlands. The Georgii family came from the 
Stuttgart area of Southern Germany. Dorothy died 
on 6 May 2001. William died 13 September 3003. 
They lived in Southington their entire life. 

 

 
Dorothy and William Georgii Wedding photo. 

Southington, Connecticut, 22 December 1945. 

Mary Louise Georgii married Armand Arthur 
Messier of Bristol, Connecticut on 31 May 1943 in 
Southington, Connecticut. Armand served in the 
Army during WW II and was present at the Battle 
of the Bulge. Armand and Mary bought the 
O'Connell home from Ellen in 1950, where they 
raised their five children. Armand was the son of 
Arthur and Eugenie Messier, and was born on 15 
August 1922. The 1930 Bristol census for the 
Messier family has the following information: 

1. Arthur A. Messier, Head, Age 38, Age at first 
marriage: 25, Owns Home, Home Value: 
$8000, Owns Radio Set: No, Born Connecticut, 
Father born Vermont, Mother born Canada 
(French), Occupation: Policeman – City. 

2. Eugenie Messier, Wife, Age 35, Age at first 
marriage: 22, Born French Canada, Parents 
Born French Canada, Mother Tongue: French. 

3. Clarence A Messier, Son, Age 12. 

4. Claire V. Messier, Daughter, Age 11. 

5. Robert L. Messier, Son, Age 10. 

6. Armand A. Messier, Son, Age 7. 

7. Constance D. Messier, Daughter, Age 7 [older 
twin to Armand]. 

8. Alfred L. Messier, Son, Age 8/12. 

One of their wedding photos is shown below: 
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Mary and Armand Messier wedding photo,  

Southington, 31 May 1943. 

Armand died in an automobile accident on 30 

November 1982. He was returning from a 
Connecticut National Guard meeting where they 
were planning an annual benefit for orphans. The 
five children and their birth dates are: 

1. Michael Armand Messier, 25 January 1945 

2. Marilyn Messier, 23 August 1947 

3. Kathy Messier, 2 March 1949 

4. Sara Elaine Messier, 3 January 1955 

5. William Arthur Messier, 25 February 1957 

 

Daniel Robert Georgii, a.k.a. Daniel Robert 
Georgie (the name change occurred when he 
enlisted in the Navy during WW II) married Mary 
Elizabeth Lockyer on 16 July 1952. This 
completed a circle that began with their great 
grandfather John Thomas O'Connell and his two 
children Daniel and Elizabeth Jane. Robert and 
Betty remained in Southington and had three 
children, one of whom died shortly after birth: 

1. Glynis Georgie, 17 October 1953 

2. David William Georgie, 7 March 1956, died 
after 2 days 
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Taken at the wedding of Uncle Bob and Aunt Betty, also shows the Georgii and Lockyer families.  

On the left are William and Sarah Georgii, parents of Daniel Robert. In the center are the newlyweds. On the right are 
Mary Jane [Jones] Lockyer and her son Mervyn Lockyer. Mary's husband, David George Lockyer, died on 25 January 
1937 in Southington. Mary died on 19 July 1981 in Phoenix, Arizona. Mervyn and his wife Eleanor live in Camp 
Verde, Arizona at this time. His, and Betty’s, sister Doris lives in Phoenix. 
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3. David Robert Georgie, 22 December 1960 

Daniel Robert died in an accident on 1 
December 1994 in Southington. His son, David 
died on 13 April 1995. He was married with three 
children. 

Adolph Georgii married Akiko Katsube on 30 
March 1959. Aunt Akiko was born 22 July 1932 in 
Wakayama, Japan. Her father was Tsuneshiro 
Katsube and her mother was Sueko Tasaka. They 
lived in California for a time, but moved back to 
Southington. Adolph and Akiko had four children: 

1. Michelle Georgii, 12 May 1961 

2. Janice Georgii, 22 June 1963 

3. Lana Georgii, 2 July 1964 

4. Alexander Georgii, 16 August 1965 

 

Akiko died 26 January 1985 in Southington.  
Adolph died on 18 July 2005.  He was living with 
his daughter Michelle in Bristol, Connecticut. 

We do not have a picture of Adolph and Akiko. 
The following is a picture of the suave seaman 
Adolph in 1945 at the Summer Street residence of 
his parents. With him is the toddler Michael 
Messier and Michael's father, Armand. This was 
probably shortly after the end of the war. Mary 
and Michael lived with William and Sarah until 
the war was over and Dad came home from 
Europe. He received a telegram announcing the 
birth in Paris. I, Michael, remember some things 
from that time even though I was only a year or so 
old. I remember one of my Uncles throwing me up 
in the air, close to, or in contact with, the ceiling of 
the living room. Actually, there were several 
tosses. Also shown is Daisy the dog. Daisy and I 
were friends and shared Milk Bone dog biscuits 
from Daisy's dish. 

 

 
Armand Messier, Michael Messier, Adolph Georgii,  

and aisy  the Dog at the Georgii residence on  
East Summer Street, Plantsville. 

David Georgii has moved back to Southington 
after many years performing mysterious functions 
for the United States Army around the world. 
After the Korean War, Uncle David was very 
active in caring for Korean orphans, something 
that we all remember and admire. He has never 
married. 

The following picture is also from after the 
war, in 1945. Here we see Bob Georgii, young 
Michael Messier, and David Georgii in a vegetable 
garden next to the Summer Street residence. One 
of the stronger memories I have of David occurred 
around 1954 when my mother received a phone 
call from Uncle David in Paris. Shortly after that, I 
received a book of stamps from Cambodia. As a 
stamp collector, that was very impressive. I still 
have the stamps. He also sent me my first slide 
rule from Japan. 
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Bob Georgii, Michael Messier and David Georgii 

sitting in a vegetable garden at the East Summer Street 
Georgii residence, about 1945. 

The following picture, painted by Elaine 
Messier, wife of this author, shows the O’Connell 
[Messier] home around 1972. 

 

 
O’Connell home on Curtiss Street circa 1972.  The 

home is the residence of Mary Messier, granddaughter 
of Daniel O’Connell.  Watercolor by Elaine Messier, 
December 2000. 

Thomas and Mamie [O’Connell] French had 
two children: 

1. Elizabeth Mary , aka, Betty: born 24 May 
1925, New Haven, Connecticut; 

2. Helen Rose: born 1928, Massachusetts. 

Thomas died April 1983 in Roosevelt, New 

York.  Mamie moved to Yucaipa, California to be 
near her daughter Betty.  Betty had married Jack 
Kratovil.  Mamie died 6 December 1984 in 
Yucaipa.  She is buried at the Greenlawn 
Cemetary in Salem, Massachusetts.  Betty died 24 
January 2001 in Yucaipa.  Mamie and Thomas had 
three children: Kathleen, Michael, and Patrick 
Thomas. 

Helen married Perry David Rutter and 
currently lives in Florida. 
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